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Mitchell and Eileen Smith at their home in Sackville. At right: Dr. Cathy Johnston.

Patient Grateful for Care Received
Donors Purchased Technology that Saved His Life
Long-time Sackville resident Mitchell
Smith has first-hand knowledge of the
impact sophisticated technology
makes at the Sackville Memorial
Hospital (SMH). Last December,
76-year-old Smith was suffering from
excruciating pain in his lower back
which he attributed to shovelling
snow. But, when the pain lasted more
than a week and became unbearable,
he headed to the SMH Emergency
Room (ER). There he met with
Dr. Cathy Johnston, Chief of Emergency Medicine, who was on duty at
the time. She immediately used the
bedside ultrasound on Smith, which
was purchased at a cost of over

$35,000 through the Foundation’s
2012 Campaign, The more we see
the more we can Help. This noninvasive ultrasound, which features
a probe that scans the body in
real-time, projects a high-quality
image onto a screen, giving doctors
important information to aid their
diagnosis and make decisions critical
to a patient’s health. Through this
procedure, Dr. Johnston discovered

something suspicious and without
hesitation arranged for Smith to be
sent to The Moncton Hospital. After
a CT scan confirmed a diagnosis of
a dangerously enlarged abdominal
aortic aneurysm, he was admitted
and underwent urgent surgery
within 24 hours.
“This technology allows our
medical professionals to improve
patient care and patient outcomes

Donor Dollars
The Foundation is committed to leadership in transparency
and accountability. To view our audited financial reports,
please visit www.smhf.ca/financialreports. SMHF complies with Imagine Canada’s
Ethical Code and Fundraising and Accountability Standards. www.imaginecanada.ca
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which is our primary goal. Thanks
to the bedside ultrasound, I can
sometimes fast-track diagnosis and
treatment for seriously ill patients,”
says Dr. Johnston.

Smith is most appreciative for the
modern equipment being available at
our local hospital and to Dr. Johnston
for her expertise and superb care.
“I owe everything to the Foundation
for buying this machine and to
Dr. Johnston for saving my life.”

Has Our Hospital
Touched Your Life?
We invite you to share your experience
with us. Whether you are a patient or
family member who has experienced
our care, a dedicated staff member,
volunteer or a devoted supporter,
we want to hear from you.
Visit www.smhf.ca and click on
Share Your Story.

A New Cardiac Monitoring System
Coming Soon to SMH
Thanks to the generosity and support
of its donors, the Sackville Memorial
Hospital Foundation’s 2014 Campaign,
Let’s not miss a Beat, has raised
over $94,000 so far for a new Cardiac
Monitoring System for the Hospital’s
Emergency Room (ER). The system
has a pricetag of $135,000. The
balance of funds will come in part
from Horizon Health Network and
from donations previously received.
Our hospital is known for its
exceptional ER service, and this year
the Foundation wanted to continue
building on this great service by
purchasing sophisticated technology.
A new Cardiac Monitoring System
is urgently needed and will replace
an existing system which is over
14 years old and has passed its life
expectancy. A modern system will
strengthen our medical professionals’
ability to provide the best emergency
care to patients in our community.
The Cardiac
Monitoring
System is a
critical component in the ER
as this technology displays a patient’s
vital signs including heart rate, pulse
and blood pressure. Monitors can
detect arrhythmias and any other
significant cardiac developments as
early as possible. Many situations in
the ER are time sensitive. It is crucial
for our medical team to have the
ability to diagnose a patient’s
condition quickly and accurately, as
in some instances, the patient may

www.smhf.ca

At the launch of the Let’s not miss a Beat Campaign 2014 (l-r): Campaign Chair Elaine
Smith, SMH Auxiliary President Audrey Hicks, Dr. Cathy Johnston, and Senator Carolyn
Stewart Olsen. The Auxiliary donated $20,000 toward the campaign.

need to be transported to another
facility for more advanced care. The
Cardiac Monitoring System is used
on patients in the ER who may be
experiencing a heart attack, heart
failure, unstable heart arrhythmia,
abnormal heart rhythm, pneumonia
and other cardiac related diseases
and conditions.

“Our community is blessed to have an
amazing team of physicians, nurses
and other health care professionals
presently working in our ER. Thank you
for helping us ensure they have the
equipment they need to maintain the
exceptional level of care they currently
provide,” says Elaine Smith, Campaign
Chair.

The SMH assists on average four
patients a day in the ER who require
cardiac monitoring; in total over
1,450 patients per year make use of
this vital piece of technology. The new
system is expected to be on site and
operational in late 2014. It consists
of 4 monitors; 3 of which are at each
bedside in the ER observation room.
The other is in the trauma room.
All monitors are connected to the
main monitor in the ER nurses station.

A number of local volunteers worked
diligently to support the campaign
through many fund raising efforts
including direct mail, staff campaign,
special events and face-to-face
canvassing.
Donations for this campaign are still
being sought to reach the $100,000
goal.

All money raised stays local and is spent on enhancing patient care at the Sackville Memorial Hospital.
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A new Day Surgery Anaesthesia System
Arrives at SMH – Thanks to Generous Donors
A new Day Surgery Anaesthesia System for the Sackville
Memorial Hospital has arrived on-site and is up and
running. Thanks to the generosity of donors, over $93,000
was raised in the Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation’s
2013 Campaign, It’s the way we Operate, to purchase
this essential technology. Because of recent advances in
anaesthesia technology, this new anaesthesia machine
will be safer, more precise, more efficient, and significantly
less expensive to operate compared to the machine it is
replacing. Over 900 day surgeries are performed at the
SMH each year. There are over 40 different types of
orthopedic, plastic, urology and general surgeries offered
at the SMH.
Dr. Tom Evans, Anaesthesiologist at the SMH proudly displays the
new Anaesthesia System for the Day Surgery Program.

Why not consider a

The Sackville Memorial
Hospital Foundation

planned gift to the hospital?

Planned gifts come in the form of bequests,
publicly listed securities, appreciated property,
life insurance, charitable remainder trusts,
residual interest (real estate), reinsured gift
annuities, retirement plan accumulations
(RRSPs and RRIFs) and/or combinations of
these. For more information contact Jessica
Brooks at 364-4205 or Helene Ouellette,
Planned Giving Officer with Horizon Health
Network at 860-2307.

Yes, you can count on my support!
Enclosed is my gift of:

● $35 ● $50 ● $100 ● $250 ● Other $____
Please make your cheque payable to:
Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation
8 Main Street,Sackville, NB E4L 4A3
Tel. 506.364.4205
E-mail: smhfoundation@horizonnb.ca
Donate on-line at www.smhf.ca. Our on-line
donation feature offers an instant, secure, and
easy way to give.
Charitable Registration # 11961 8429 RR0001
A tax receipt will be issued.

Donor Name:
Address:
Postal Code:
Telephone:

Memorial Giving
Memorial giving is a thoughtful way to
remember and honour a loved one. All
memorial gifts go toward providing quality
health care services to our community.
Cards are available in the SMH lobby or
call 364-4205 and we will send you a few
to have on hand. You can also make a
secure memorial donation on-line at
www.smhf.ca.

www.smhf.ca

E-mail Address:
Signature:
VISA/Mastercard:
Expiry Date:

Donations fund innovative equipment, education and enhanced patient care.

✂

Planned Giving is a
process that enables a
donor to unlock present
and future giving
potential. It includes
careful financial planning
to meet the donor’s philanthropic objectives
and maximize tax and other financial benefits.
By working closely with a financial advisor as
well as representatives of the Sackville Memorial
Hospital Foundation, a donor can create a
gift that complements his/her unique financial
circumstances.
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Staff Education: A Foundation Priority
The following staff from SMH and the Port Elgin and
Region Health Centre were awarded funds in 2014 to
assist in their education, which in turn benefits patients
and their families. Education funding is a partnership of
the Foundation, SMH and the SMH Auxiliary. Over $2,500
has been spent on staff education so far this year.

Fundraising Breakfast
and Bake Sale A Success!
SMH staff Anne Geddes and Jessica Brooks are all smiles at the
fundraising breakfast and bake sale held in May. More than
$1550 was raised for the campaign.

Staff person
Marilyn Goodwin

Department
Diabetic Clinic

Carol Nicholson

Diabetic Clinic

Jeremie Breau
Oliver Jose
Corinna Power

Physiotherapy
Emergency
Port Elgin
and Region
Health Centre

Participated in
NB Diabetes Educators
Conference
NB Diabetes Educators
Conference
Online courses
Trauma Nursing Core Course
Medical CBT (Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy) for Anxiety
in the office setting

Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation
Awards Bursaries
SMHF bursaries were recently awarded to Tantramar Regional
High School students Jenelle MacIsaac (left) and Marley
Landry (right). MacIsaac will be attending Mount Saint Vincent
University in Halifax, where she will enter the Applied Human
Nutrition Program, majoring in Dietetics. Marley Landry will
be attending Oulton College in Moncton, where she will be
enrolled in the Pharmacy Technician Program. Both students
received a $1,000 bursary at the TRHS graduation ceremonies
held in June. One of the bursaries was established in honour of
Foundation board members who have passed away.

Scan this code from your smart
phone right now to learn more
about the Sackville Memorial
Hospital Foundation!

SMHF Recognizes Pat Estabrooks
The Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation bids farewell to
Pat Estabrooks after serving 9 years (3 terms) on the board of
directors. At the SMHF Annual General Meeting, Foundation
Chair Andy Marr presented Pat with a plaque and flowers in
recognition of her years of dedicated service.

2014 Board of Directors
Andy Marr Chair
Elaine Smith Vice-Chair
Brian Muir Treasurer
Nancy Parker Secretary

Directors
Adam Christie Bill Evans
Patricia Legere Shelley Murphy
Sheila Parker
Susan Tower

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation is to raise funds and administer its
resources to preserve, maintain and enhance the quality of health care in the Tantramar region.

